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Greetings from the AAPM and from New York! 

Dedicated October 28, 1886 





Marie Mattingly Meloney promised to Marie 
during their first meeting in Paris to obtain 
for her the 1 g of radium that Marie 
requested. The price for 1 g of radium in 
1920 was $100,000. 
 
Mrs Meloney raised the $100,000 in less 
than a year, mostly by means of small 
donations and help from many women 
throughout the country. 
She also convinced Marie Curie to travel 
to the United States to receive the gift. 



Gioacchino Failla, first Director 
of Medical Physics - then called 
the Radium Department - at 
Memorial Hospital,  inventor of 
the semi-automatic Radon Plant.  



The line to the AAPM passes through New York… 

 …by 1948 the meetings were on a 
scheduled basis with elected officers 
and records….active in RAMPS  
included Mones Berman, Hanson 
Blatz, Carl Braestrup, Giacchino Failla, 
Sergei Feitelberg, Elizabeth Focht, 
Hiram Hart, Lillian Jacobson, Robert 
Loevinger, LeoMarinelli, Eleanor 
Oshry, Edith Quimby, Edward Siegel, 
Aaron Yalow, Rosalyn Yalow, and 
others 

2013 



AAPM members – not just in North America 



Where are our members?  
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Among the 420 AAPM fellows  

Suresh  K.  Agarwal  -  India 
Muthana Al-Ghazi - Iraq 
Caridad  Borras - Spain 

Chen-Shou Chui -Taiwan 
Joanna  Cygler - Poland 

Carlos  E.  de Almeida - Brazil 
Doracy  Fontenla - Brazil 

Michael  Goitein - UK 
John Laurence Humm - UK 
M. Saiful  Huq - Bangladesh 
Willi  A.  Kalender - Germany 
Paul  J.  Keall - New Zealand 

Faiz  M.  Khan - Pakistan 
Hideo  D.  Kubo - Japan 

Franca  T.  Kuchnir - Brazil 
X. Allen  Li - China 

C. Clifton  Ling - China 
Chang Ming Charlie Ma - China 
Mahadevappa  Mahesh - India 

Ali  S.  Meigooni - Iran 
Tariq  A.  Mian - Pakistan 

Dimitris  N.  Mihailidis - Greece 
Radhe  Mohan - India 

AAPM received a lot from other countries 



and… 

Renate Muller-Runkel - Germany 
Adel  A.  Mustafa - Palestine 

Orhan Nalcioglu - Turkey 
Ravinder Nath - India 

Azam  Niroomand-Rad - Iran 
Colin G. Orton - UK 

Nikos Papanikolaou - Greece 
E. Ishmael Parsai - Iran 

Yakov  M.  Pipman - Argentina 
Ervin  B.  Podgorsak - Slovenia 

Ulf  F.  Rosenow - Germany 
Mark S. Rzeszotarski - Poland 

Ehsan Samei - Iran 
Claudio  H.  Sibata - Brazil 

Wlad T. Sobol - Poland 
Orhan H. Suleiman - Turkey 

Nagalingam  Suntharalingam - India 
Wolfgang A Tome - Germany 
Jacob Van Dyk - Netherlands 

Andrew Wu - Taiwan 
Terry  T.  Yoshizumi - Japan 

Ning  J  Yue - China 
James  A.  Zagzebski - Poland 

Marco  Zaider - Rumania 



The “give and take” at the AAPM 
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International Affairs Committee -IAC  

International Educational Activities Committee 
IEAC  



International Affairs Committee -IAC  

African Affairs  
 
Asian Oceanic Affairs 
  
European Affairs 
 
Latin American Affairs 
! 
Middle East Affairs! 



International Affairs Committee -IAC  

Equipment Donation Program – with IOMP! 
Exchange Scientist Program!- 38 listed members! 
International Information!- newly formed! 
International Library (AAPM/IOMP) 

33 active libraries in 24 countries (Africa, Asia, 
Europe, the Middle East, and Latin America) 
Newest library established in Lagos, Nigeria in 2013. 

International Portal Working Group! 
Partners in Physics !- over 120 sponsored members 
in Developing Countries 



International Information SC - Plans and 
commitments 

•  Facilitate the exchange of information 
•  Compile regulations and work methodologies in other countries  
•  Compilation of training programs in Medical Physics 
•  Create a Calendar of courses in other countries 
•  Database of licensing issues  
•  Coordination and collaboration with regional and international 
bodies  

•  Compile information on exchange programs 
•  Catalog of online educational materials 
•  Collect contact information  



Waiver of registration fees to the AAPM 
Annual meeting for 15 qualified applicants 
each year. Presenters of accepted papers 
from developing countries. 
  
In Indianapolis, 2013: 
MEXICO – 3 
BRAZIL – 3 
CHINA – 3 
INDIA – 4 
CHILE – 1 
COLOMBIA - 1 



International Educational Activities Committee 
IEAC  

•  International Scientific Exchange Programs 
ISEP – 34 courses since 1992 

•  WG in support of IAEA Interregional 
project “Strengthening Medical Physics in 
Radiation Medicine” – completed in 2013 

•  WG on Cooperative Agreements between 
the AAPM and other National and 
International Medical Physics Organizations 
–  SEFM  
–  AMPR    



ISEP courses 
1992  Islamabad, Pakistan 

1993  Warsaw, Poland 
1994  Tehran, Iran 

1995  Istanbul, Turkey 
1996  Rabat, Morocco 
1997  Moscow, Russia 
1998  Cairo, Egypt 

1999  Sao Paulo, Brazil 
1999  Cluj Napoca, Romania 
2000  Bangkok, Thailand 
2001  Dhaka, Bangladesh     

2002  Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
2002  Sao Paulo, Brazil  

2003  Cairo, Egypt 
2004  Chengdu, China 
2004  Abu Dhabi, UAE 
2005  Manila, Philippines 
2005  Yaoundé, Cameroon 

2006  Buenos Aires, Argentina 
2006  New Delhi, India 
2007  Manama, Bahrain 
2007  Beijing, China 

2008  Prague, Czech Republic 
2008  Algiers, Algeria 

2009  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
2009  Ankara, Turkey 
2010  Amman, Jordan 
2011  Mumbai, India 
2011  Patras, Greece 
2012  Antalya, Turkey 

2012  Buenos Aires, Argentina 
2013  Baghdad, Iraq  (Postponed)  

2013  Santiago, Chile  
2013  Bangkok, Thailand 
2014  Tallinn, Estonia 
2014  Dakar, Senegal 
2015  Baghdad, Iraq 



In Latin America 
•  ALFIM founded at the AAPM annual meeting in 

Chicago, 1984 
•  Steady support of ALFIM workshops  

 and congresses:  
–  1988-Austin 
–  1994-Rio de Janeiro  
–  2000-Chicago 
–  2001-Caracas 
–  2004-Rio de Janeiro 
–  2007-Cartagena 
–  2010-Cuzco 
–  2013-Costa Rica 

•  Numerous national meetings and workshops 



Asian Oceanic Affairs Subcommittee 
China  

•  Asian Oceanic Affairs Subcommittee (AOA-SC) works  
with North American Chinese Medical Physicists 
Association (NACMPA), participate in Regional courses 
and meetings in China. 

•  Advise to Chinese Health Department on guidelines 
and polices.  Dialogue with China Medical Devices 
officials on setting up QC standards. 



Taiwan 

•  Involvement with, and support of, local and 
regional conferences 

•  Contribution to graduate programs  



 Thailand, Malaysia, and Singapore   

•  Regional Workshop on Modern Radiotherapy 
Techniques in 2012 (over 200 attendees, four 
AAPM faculty) 

•  ISEP in November 2013 
•  Ongoing contacts 



In Africa 
Dakar, Senegal: Several engagements as part 

of ‘Radiating Hope’ team to implement an 
HDR program at Institut Curie, to improve 
treatment techniques, and to assist with 

department-wide issues. December 2012 and 
April and June 2013. More in 2014. 

 
•  Nigeria: Several hands-on training visits to 

support a National MP training program. 
Started in 2010 and accelerated in 2012 
and 2013. Plans for more in 2014. 



Resources 
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Challenges in LMI countries 

•  Difficulties with equipment donations  
•  Communication and access to external resources – 

advise and technical support 
•  Underutilization of resources at hand. 
•  Need for gradual but steady addition of equipment 

to assure its proper utilization.  
•  Equipment Maintenance 
•  Need for mentoring and training in problem solving 
•  Conflict between responsibility and liability 
•  Hierarchical structure at the workplace not 

conducive to taking initiative  
•  Need for very practical training in addition to 

didactic lectures.  



  


